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 Reading Guide for Chapter 4 - 3


The Northwest: The Selkirk Settlement
Resource: Horizons: Canada's Emerging Identity, 2nd Ed. - Chapter 04,  pages 143-151
1. Who was the Earl of Selkirk?

2. Why were tenant farmers in Scotland evicted from their lands?

3. What was a "liberal democrat"?

4. Where did Lord Selkirk create agricultural settlements for tenants farmers who had been evicted from their lands in Scotland?

5. Why did Lord Selkirk think an agricultural colony at the Red River would be a good idea?

6. What was the "Selkirk Settlement"?

7. What land did Selkirk obtain from the HBC?

8. Who led Selkirk's settlers in their attempt to establish a farming community at Red River?

9. What problems faced the Selkirk settlers in their first two years?

10. How did various groups react to Miles Macdonell's Pemmican Proclamation?

11. What do you think Lord Selkirk might have thought about Macdonell's Proclamation?

12. How did the NWC respond to the Pemmican Proclamation?

13. Who was Colin Robertson?

14. Describe Robert Semple's actions against the NWC after he arrived in Red River.

15. What did Cuthbert Grant do that precipitated the Battle of Seven Oaks.

16. Describe the Metis "Victory at Frog Plain"

17. What is a "parley"?

18. What did Lord Selkirk do when he heard about Seven Oaks while on his way to Red River?

19. What did Selkirk do while in the Red River Valley?

20. What was the NWC's response to Selkirk's actions in the Northwest?

21. Describe Cuthbert Grant's "career".

22. Why did the British government force the merger of the NWC and the HBC?

23. What benefits did the new HBC get after the merger?

24. Who won and lost by the HBC/NWC merger?

25. What was the preferred route to the Northwest after the merger?

26. How did the new HBC go about cutting costs and increasing profits?

27. Who was George Simpson?  
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