Treaty One:

The signing of this treaty was done on August 3, 1871 with the Swampy Cree

and Ojibwa peoples. The First Nations groups signed in the presence of the

NWMP at an HBC fort, Manitoba Fort. The leaders bargained for land but the

Government was only willing to give them 160 acres of land for every family of

five. The Government said they would put a school on the reserve, if the First

Nations ever wanted it but the First Nations leaders wanted the Government to

pay to build the school and keep it running. Both groups agreed that alcohol

should not be allowed to be sold on the reserves. The First Nations groups want

a gift of money from the Government and also an allowance of money for each

man, woman and child for their entire lives. The Government decided that every

person should receive a gift of three dollars and a lifetime payment of three

dollars per person. The First Nations groups want farming equipment and

animals if the Government expects them to make changes to their way of living

off the land. The Government agrees to give each reserve a bull and to give each

Chief a cow. A plough would be provided for any person who wanted to farm

the land. The Chiefs received a lifetime payment of twenty-five dollars and

received a suit of clothing for signing the treaty.

Treaty Two:

The signing of this treaty was done on August 21, 1871 with the Chippewa

peoples. The First Nations groups signed in the presence of the NWMP at an

HBC fort, Manitoba Fort. The leaders bargained for land but the Government

was only willing to give them 160 acres of land for every family of five. The

Government said they would put a school on the reserve, if the First Nations

ever wanted it but the First Nations leaders wanted the Government to pay to

build the school and keep it running. Both groups agreed that alcohol should not

be allowed to be sold on the reserves. The First Nations groups want a gift of

money from the Government and also an allowance of money for each man,

woman and child for their entire lives. The Government decided that every

person should receive a gift of three dollars and a lifetime payment of three

dollars per person. The First Nations groups want farming equipment and

animals if the Government expects them to make changes to their way of living

off the land. The Government agrees to give each reserve a bull and to give each

Chief a cow. A plough would be provided for any person who wanted to farm

the land. The Chiefs received a lifetime payment of twenty-five dollars and

received a suit of clothing for signing the treaty.

When the groups signed, they are required by the treaty to behave as loyal

citizens of the Queen and to maintain peace and order on their reserve. They

must also “ not molest the person or property of any inhabitants of such ceded

tract; or the property of her Majesty the Queen, or interfere with or trouble any

person passing or traveling through the said tract”

Treaty Three:

Treaty Three was signed in 1873 with the Saulteaux and Ojibwa peoples. These

people believed that they were not giving up their land, but were going to share

it with the Europeans. The Government told the leaders that it would build a

school on the reserve if the First Nations peoples ever wanted it. The leaders

agreed but bargained for the Government to pay to build the school and to run it

as long as the First Nations peoples needed. Both groups agreed that no one

should be allowed to sell alcohol on the reserves. The Government wanted to

give the leaders 160 acres of land for every family of five but the leaders

negotiated to receive 164 acres instead. The leaders wanted to maintain their

ability to hunt and fish so the Government said that “Indians shall have the right

to pursue their avocations of hunting and fishing throughout the tract

surrendered”. In the view of the First Nations leaders, they did not want to loose

their cultural ways. The Government gave a gift of money to every person on the

reserve and agreed to give them money each year for the rest of their lives.

The leaders wanted more money than was given out in Treaty One and Two so

the Government gave them a gift of $12 per person and a lifetime allowance of

$5. The First Nations leaders wanted farming equipment if they were to make

changes on how they lived off the land. The Government gave each family a hoe

and spade and a plough for every ten families. They were also given a bull and

cows. The leaders also bargained for wheat, barley and potatoes to help them

start farming.

Treaty Four:

This treaty was signed between the Cree, Saulteaux and Ojibwa peoples on

September 15, 1874.

The Government wanted to put schools on the reserve, if the groups ever wanted

to use it, and the First Nations leaders bargained with the Government so that

the Government would have to pay to build the school and run it for as long as

the groups wanted to use it. Both groups agreed that no alcohol should be sold

on the reserves. The First Nations peoples wanted a gift of money and an

allowance for each person as long as they lived. The Government said they could have $8 per person but the leaders said they wanted $12. In addition to the $12, each person would receive $5 each year, forever.

The leaders wanted the Government to give them farming equipment if they

were to live off the land in a new way. The Government gave them wheat,

barley, oats, and potatoes to make a start and also gave farming equipment. The

leaders also wanted carpentry tools like saws. The leaders wanted to maintain

their right to fish and hunt wherever they wanted to and the Government

agreed. The leaders also wanted a copy of the treaty. The Chief was given

ammunition and money for equipment to distribute to the people. The Chief

was also given an allowance of $25 and a present of clothes every three years.

Treaty Five:

This treaty was signed September 20-24 1875 at Berens River and Norway House.

In this treaty, the leaders wanted a gift of money from the Government as the

other groups from old treaties had received money. The Salteaux, Ojibwa and

Swampy Cree leaders received a gift of $5 per person and an allowance of $5

forever. The leaders wanted land set aside for them to live on and for them to

use for farming. The Government gave them land for farming and only allowed

each family of five to have 160 acres of land. The leaders wanted to keep their

hunting and fishing rights as groups in past treaties had done. This treaty was

unique as the people were allowed to have “rights of free navigation on all lakes

and rivers”.

Both groups agreed that no alcohol should be sold on the reserve and the

Government offered to build a school on the reserve. The leaders agreed but they wanted the Government to pay to build it and to keep it running. The leaders

bargained for farming equipment, like hoes and ploughs, and asked for wheat,

barley and potatoes to plant so that they could start their new lives as farmers.

The chief received a flag and a medal from the signing as well as a present of

$125 and clothing.

In this agreement, the leaders had to “bring justice to any Indian breaking treaty

rules”

Treaty Six

This treaty is called the Carlton-Pitt treaty because it was signed August 23 at

Fort Carlton and on September 9 at Fort Pitt, 1876. The treaty was signed

between the Government and the Plains and Wood Cree leaders.

The leaders wanted land set aside for reserves so the Government gave them 160acres for every family of five. The leaders wanted land set aside for farming and land set aside for living. The Government agreed but they would not increase the land any higher than 160 acres. In addition, a Government representative would say where the reserves would go, instead of the leaders deciding which land was the best for the people. The Government wanted to put a school on the reserves and the leaders agreed if the Government would pay to build it and keep it running if the First Nations wanted.

The leaders wanted a present of money, like other leaders received through their

treaties, so the Government gave them a present of $12 for each person and an

allowance of $5 for their lifetime. The Chief received $25, clothes, a flag and

medal, and one horse with a wagon and a harness. The leaders wanted the

Government to pay for farming equipment and seeds like wheat and barley so

that the groups would not starve as they learned to be farmers. Both groups

agreed that hunting and fishing rights should be protected and that no alcohol

would be sold on the reserve. What made this treaty unique was that the leaders

wanted a store of medicines. The Government agreed but said that the medicine

would be kept in the Indian Agent’s house instead.

Treaty Seven:

This treaty was signed September 22, 1877 with the Blackfoot, Blood, Piegan,

Scarcee and Stony peoples.

The leaders of the First Nations peoples also saw this treaty as an oral agreement that the groups would maintain peaceful relations with one another. The Blackfoot were seen to be a violent group so peace had to be maintained so that there was no danger of war when the settlers came.

The Government gave the leaders 160 acres of land per family of five on which to live. The leaders wanted land set aside for farming and for living just as other

leaders had got in their treaties. Both groups agreed to allow the First Nations

peoples to hunt and fish on the land whenever they wanted. They could go

anywhere they wanted if it did not interfere with the homesteads from new

settlers. The Government wanted to build a school on the reserves if the First

Nations wanted it. They agreed but only if the Government agreed to pay for the

school and to pay to keep it running. Both groups agreed that no one should be

allowed to sell alcohol on the reserves. The leaders bargained for better farming

equipment including hoes, ploughs and for carpentry equipment like saws and

hand axes. They also wanted wheat, barley, oats and potatoes so that they would not starve while they adjusted to being farmers.

They wanted a gift of money for signing the Treaty and received $12 for signing

and $5 per person for their lifetime. They wanted a chest of medicine which was

given only on the condition that an Indian Agent would keep it and give out

medicine as he saw fit.
